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MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND DIFFUSION OF CULTURE
The global mass movement of people was driven by a number of social and economic factors.  The building of empires in America, Siberia, and central Asia saw a large-scale migration of people making these areas densely populated. This expansion acted as the first catalyst to the mass transatlantic movements. People migrated in search of land and labor.  Acquisition of agricultural land in America was the greatest motivation for the Europeans mass migration.   The Spanish immigrants, on the other hand, were in search of land for farming and mining operations.  African movement was largely contributed by slave trade from the Spanish and Portuguese colonies to work in the mining and agricultural sector. 
	The colonization of the Caribbean islands was greatly motivated by sugarcane production which had found a lucrative European market. The growth of these plantations required an extremely intensive labor.  The Europeans found a great source of this labor in Africa.  The Muslim Arab merchants also sought labor from the today Kenya and Tanzania countries and sold them in the Mediterranean markets. These markets included China, India, Arabia and Southeast Asia.  The Portuguese collaborated with certain African merchants who supplied them with slaves.  An estimated number of between ten to twelve million African slaves were working in America before the end of the transatlantic slave trade.  English traders also moved American natives as slaves to their plantations in the Caribbean islands.  
	On crossing the Atlantic, Africans underwent a cultural transformation. They had to alter their traditions in order to adapt to their new surroundings.  The same transformation applied to the Europeans who crossed the Atlantic.  There was a great interaction between the immigrant Africans, Europeans and the natives resulting in new multicultural societies.  They created a completely new world as a result of the cultural exchange.  The spread of Christianity was rampant during this period.  Generally, the people of the European descent dominated the American societies, the Africans, and indigenous Americans had an infusion of the cultural forms.  In southern Asia, the Qing state attempted to keep segregation of the ethnic Han from Central Asia with a varying success rate.  The western Siberian people were completely absorbed into the Slavic Russian culture and ethnicity.
	The Spanish, on arriving in the Caribbean, Mexico, and Peru, found it necessary to have an intense labor force for the extraction of wealth from the land.  They then predetermined that the local people to carry out labor works for the Spanish Landlord. The people were bribed with protection and teachings of the Christian faith to provide the labor.  The resistance of the Americans led to their ultimate enslavement in the mining and agricultural sector by the French colonists.  This came with the control of the American land and has remained the tradition of the majority of European societies for a very long period.

